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The modern trend in styles makes use of new colors. Clothes
and cars and advertising si-gns strike us, d.emand.ing attention.
as I waJ.ked through the Bakke garden tno years ago, a flower
demanded ny attention. Once it had my eye I could not escape
its siren:ic command. Buerprhere I went I kept snealcing a l-ooli
back at that row along the hilIside, Here was nevr color. It
glittered like the sun, even on a cloudy day. [his Ba]<ke-
i,,[esser creation is in step with the psychedelic generationts
commanding colors. If you want to see real brilU-ance look
to r]*llnnesota Glitterst. It rriIl be hard to look &w&;ro

The principle business of the l,Iarch meeting will be a dis-
cussion of our proposed nane change. fle will consj-der both
the pros and cons of thj.s oov€r Previously I told you that
a ba}lot wouLd accornpany the $arch issue of NE\IIS AI'ID VItrl\TS.
This lras not possible for two reasons. First, we did not
have tine to d.iscuss the issue at the Last meeting, Secondly,
the presentation of the proposed. a.mendment was not correctJ"y
worded in the last issue. You will find it agaln presented
in this issue. trile vrill discuss the amendnnent at the L[arch
meeting. A result of the pros and cons of our discussion
will be carried in a later issue.
Consideration is being given to establish a llinnesota frophy.
We have heard argr.rments on both sides of this issue. .,\t the
present time the discussion has been turned over to Dr.
David and the hybridizing comrnittee to get some fresh
thinking on the whole lssue' They wiII report to the nerb
Itrxecutive Committde meeting on their findings.
The twin City lris Society was founded in 1951. Three neet-
ings were held. that year. Officers were elected and since it
vras in the Latter part of the year they camied over for the
follom:i-ng yearr Accordinglyr we rrill celebrate ]971 as the
20th anniversary V@ar. Al"ice Stenoien i.s general ehairman
for this connittee and would appreciate any suggestions to
make this a memorable eventr

I hope to see rna,ny irises blooning at the i"{arch meeting and
we look fo:s,,rard to the fun and. friendship of all.

- Julius trtradekamper

It has been proposed to amend the Constj-tution of the Ih-'rin
City kis Society.

s1:a11 be thc

shall be The lris

Volo lf\fIII , No. 5 l.finneapolis, ltlinnes ota L{arch, }9



POI TUCK - CCIM AS AN IRIS
tlIlmSDAY, I.{,'RCH 19 - 6eJ0 p.n.

Do you like to cook? Do you l-ike to eat? The nerb meeting is for youl It j-s a
pot luck supper at 5:J0 prr,rr at the Guaranty State Bank in Robbinsdale. Bri-ng your
favorite hot dish, salad, or desserb and share it lr"ith the other connoisseurs of such
goodies. Each nan (who does not bring food) rzill be asked to contribute a clollar -
big'gest deal ever for you fellowsl t I

Do you know all of the nembers of the [win City kis Society? ]?ouldntt you 1-lke
to get better acguai.:rtecl? Yourll have a chance at this neeting - and learr: sone long
elucled facts about sonre of our best known irisarians. Do you knov vrhich one of our
nembers played. basketball holding up her blooraers? Or did you know that one of our
nembers lost iuls class ring in a mud.hole near ]r-is horae torrn? (,\t least thatrs the
story his vrife has always heard. ) Be prepared to find out such inporbant data and
have some fun in the process.

Do you like to dress up? Have you always rished you were sorieone else - or soae-
thing else? Here is the ehance to do both - when you "come as an iris'r. Hunt through
your iris catalogs and findl some'variety you ean depiet, preferably one at least a few
of us have heard about, unearth your duds ancl collect your props. fhen tlress up for
this night of fi:n. If you clonrt like to dress up and have always been happy wi.th youn
self as you are, then add a pin or a scarf or a picture to suggest a perticular lris"
This, too, vrlll do rricely - and nnight vnln you a prize. There vriil be prizes - the
fun typet I t

Remember r- [hursdayr ]r{arch L9 - 6z30 pr II}r

Pot luclc ,F. Cone as an lris rE Charlotte Sind.t

The Birds and the Bees (and the Flovrers)

By tois B. Johnson

Since plants are rooted j.n one spot they wouLd have a problem achiev:ing cross-
pollenation rrithout outside heIp. To get th:is assistance they nust have something
potential pollinators would. want and they must adverbise that fact. Flovrers accoroplish
both purtrioses by providing the pollen a,nd nectar that the pollinator uses a,s a source
of food anil providing the attraction of color and scentr The pollenating a,gent nay be
a bird, a bee, a noth, a butterfly, a, beetle, a f1y, or a bat.

Flowers attractive to insects have one or more of the folloning characteristics
in common" One ls highly visible coIor, especially one that contrasts strongly vrith
the backgrouncl. If petals are renoved froro a flower bees vrill fall to visit it. A
second is scent, a quality particularily beneficial- to night blooming fLov,rers', ?.lthough
quite a few day bloomers utilize it aLsor The scent is not always pleasant to people.
Consider the sku.nk cabba6e vhich is attractive only to f1j-es. .L third characteristic
is abundant pollen. Enough polIen should be produced so that plenty of it is left for
florryer fertilization after the insects have ta'ken nhat they use for foodo stil1 another
j.s nectar v.rhich r:n1ike poI3.en ls produced sole1y to attract lnsectsr It is nanufactured
by glands of nectaries placed j.n such a r'ray that the insects vill come in contact llith
the arrthers and. sti-gma of the flovrer on the vray to the necta^r1r and in this mamer
pollinate this flower and reeeive fresh pollen to carry on to the next flower.

Insects are guided to the potlen and nectar by markings on the floverts petal-s,
called honey guides. These raay be convergS.ng lines as j.n iris, contrasting eye spots
as in pnimula" rovrs of dots as in rhododendron, a cluster of stamens as in lilies, or
entrr conbination of uarkings" These act as a pointer shor-ring the insect the rray to the
source of supply. If these marklngs are bred out of a flower tire insect is conf'used
and either eannot find the nectar and pollen or takes so long in doing so that it is
no longer an efficient pollinator. .t bee vrill walk round and round the corolla of a

- Continued.



Conrt - [he Birds and the Sees (a.:rd the Flowers)

petunia that has had its honey guide markings (converEying li.nes and an eye spot) bred
out of it for several ninutes vrithout finding the pollen and nectar source. trventually
it Ttri11 fly on, unrerrarded for its search, to the nert flower to try a€ain. Sometinres
a bee oill discover that the nectar source c'an be reached by biting a hole through
the corolla (petals) and bypassing the polleni.zatlon necharrisro. Th:ls constitutes
robbery, for the bee gets its rbnrard without doing arlything for the flower. Bumble
bees are most likeIy to turn robber, but occasionally honey bees do also.

The li1-y family are all j-nsect pollinated flovrerso Howevero they are not all
pollinated by the same klnds of insects, This accounts for their differences in shape
lrhich fit the tongue or body'of the specific type of bee, butterfly, or r,oth that
the flower is equlppecl to attractr

A 1ily that ls a butterfly flower is T,ilfi.rm philadelphicum.. Its blossoms are
upward facing, the out-turned petals fornriifrffi necessaryTaneng area for buttep
flies., fhe lower part of each petal narrows to a claw which fo:ms a groove. [h:is
groove guldes the butterflyts tongue to the nectary at the base of the petal. ,'\s the
butterfly reaches into the flower its rrings bn:sh the pistel'tind,'staxnens'effecting
pollination. Neither a bee or a moth could reach the nectar of thi-s lilyr The beeits
tongue is not long enough. The ffowerts angle is wrong for the moth. It needs a
blossom that is horj-zontal eo it can hover wh:ile gathering necta,r.

liillluq cgnadense is a bee flower. Its flowers hang like beIls. The bee lights
on the plstel and stanens, thcn cravrls up then to the source of the nectatr. Jis it
does so, the bee brushes the underside of its abdomen against the sti.grea ancl pistel
causing ferbilizationr l{oths would not be attracted to t}:;is flowerr It is neither
light colored or srreet scented. The blossom Ia,cks a landing place for butterflies and
has no groove to guide *he butterflyrs tonguer

"'i,n example of a moth flower is the Easter }ily, Lilir.m longiflonrm; which is
whlte, sweet scented, and has horizontal blossoms. It has no nectar guides for the
noth's very long tongue. Instead, the moth is guided to the source of the nectar by
the contour of,the blodsomr The moth hovers in front of the flower and erbends lts
tongue i-::to itr Pollen is deposited on the mothts head as lt rea,ches for the necta^r*
Bees and butterflies car:not utilize this type of flower because it lacks a la:rding
place.

The flor'rers of the iris fa,mily are all bee polLenated w'ith the exception of Iris
fu1va, a louisiana type of iris. This accounts for the basic similarity of flower
shapee /tlthough the size of the flower may differ rridely, the mechan:isms of polleri-
zation are the sa.m€r To reach the source of nectar the bee lands on the iris fallt
ancl folIov,rs the haft nearkings up and under the stigmatic 1ip to the stainens in kind
of a tunnel leading back to the nectar;r. Tn doing so, the bee deposj.ts on the stigrna-
tic lip what pollen it pickecl up on the upper side of its abdomen at the last iris
it visited. It then collects a fresh deposit of po1len on lts back fron the stanens
to carry on to the nerb flowerr A bee visiting an old bloon can be trapped in the
rrtululelrt as the bloora closes, rrhich is why it pays to be careful vrhen removing old
fIo-riersl

The colors of irises before the hybridizers started improvlng on nature are
those that the bees prefer; b1ues, lavenders, yellov.rs, and. whites. The one exception
to this is Iris fu1vq, which is red. It is not bee pollinatecl but bird pollinated.
Nectar eatiiilEiffiiefer red flowers. Th6ir long tongues can reach the nectar
source. The poIlen is cleposited on the bj.rdts head, which brnrshes against the stigmr
tic lip as the bircl visits the nexb flower.

If you are interested j-n reading
arre TFg Pfincipl,gF of Pg]len trSo.}gry,
Pqllip,ati.qq by BrJrDr l\fieeuse, f]g*gf Polllnation
I(aren Grant, and I,oslLI 3t a FIpv,rSq by Anne Dowden.
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more about this subject, some excel-lent booi'.s
by K. Faegri and L. va,n der Pj-jlr The F!pr-y, og

in the Phlox Fa1 tlg by Verne aild



IIIE iIRIL trANCImTS DICTI0N;rRY

, ry Glenn F.. Hanson

irs the self appoj-nted apostle of the cult of arj.lisn around these parts, I have
often written and spoken about the subject, and I usually try to define some of the
term:inologyr Brrt I am frequently asked questions like - what is the difference between
an aril and an onco? 0r an oncobred and an arilbretl? 0r vhat is a Mohr? It happens
often enough to indicate that some of our folks ate puzzled by the strange jargon that
aril people talk, so here once agai.n is a translation of aril language i.nto English.

-l"ril is a broad term denoting a large group of iris specS.es native to the arj-d
desert regions of the "i.siatic iuiddle eastc They donrt all have the same superficial
farrily resembla,nces, but they extribit their kissinr cuzrj.n status by a prominent ba,nd
of white around their black seeds. The aril"s are further subdivj.ded into several groups
the nost important of which are the ONC0CYCIUS group and the REGELIitr groupr ]'trithout
going into the dlfferences, it is suffieient to remember that an oncocyclus i.s alvrays
a species, a regelia is always a speciesr md an aril is always a species which naay

be either an oncocyclus or a regelia.

. So far so good, but when nan gets into the act rith his trreezers and starts
making some crosses, the teminolory gets messed upr If we cross two oncocyclus species
we come up rrith what should be terned an 0NC0 HYffiID. If we cross tvo regelia specics
the resr.r.lt is a^ REGELLI HYBRID. If ve cross an oncocyclus rrith a regelie vre gct some-
thins: that has been'terrred, a REGE&fOCYCI,US, 0r if'you happen to be a real purist, you
nay insist on ONCOGDLIII, r}epending on nh-i.ch nay the crobs was nade. Brrt note that in
all of those crosses thei'e l.s-no*htug b{rt ariL blooi[ so the tem .LH.IL fff3nlD cari be
used to denote argr conbination of oncocyclus and regelia speeies.

Now le-brs complicate natters further by adding some non-aril blood. If you cross
arr oncocyclus rnrith a,ny non-aril variety, dwarf, rtedi-an or ta1I, you have an OIIICOERED'

If you use a regelia species as the aril parentr Xou have a REGEI,IiffiFO. The suffj-x
"bred.tr always lndicates a non-aril parent. Brrt what happens if we cross a,:r oncobred
with a regeliabred, or a regeliabred back to a pure oncocyclus, or anJr of the other
possible conbinations? Obviously we need a term to denote antrr and all of these
numerous ancl possible conrplicated crosses between ari-ls and non-arilsr and so we have
the convenient term A&II,SRED to ernbrace al-] of then,

Tfhat is a I{O}IR? lrTeII, it happens that the first successful cross between an onco-
cyclus and a noraril was introduced to the world r:nder the name of the hybridizer.
This caught the fancy of subsequent breed.ers, and we were subjected to a long li-ne of
arilbred irises vr.ith tr[ohr somevrhere in their nanesa Grace n{ohr, Barriuohr, lady }Iohrt
i,{ohrIoff, },,lohr and Mohr, Nomohr, Nevernohrr md so on ad i-nfinitr:r,r. iind so the terut
Itldohrrt came to nean a,riy anllbred iris. It is a sort of slang expression with no
officiat standing, and you vu"ill never hear an aril purist use it

So there, once again, you have all of these confirsing terns neatly defined. If
you are one of those who have been stnrggling in vain with th:is strange la,:oguage, -this
may help dispel some of the fog. If you already knevr all of this, or if you couldntt
care lessr you probably havenrt rea.d this far anJ.s[ayt

C,IRDEN CHORES:

Reraove the vrinter covering as soon as possible - usually by April lst in the }tlinneapoli.r
&f€&r Remove dri-ed and diseases iris leaves, as a,roy debri-s left in the garden may
harbor borer eggs. Check the rhizornes carefully, firming any that nee& itr Treat for
vl"inter da,mage imnediately, if needed. Any of our local commercial growers can give
assistance with anJr ususual probleusr."

REGIONAL I\IEEIING - tr'fest Sal€Dr
Reservations are $5-75 Mail to
Ltllwauk€er Wisconsin 51207

trTisconsin -
Mr. Clarence
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9 zlOit}'{ to 4250P},{
400 E. Van Nornan Ave.



POITE:D DI?ARFS

3y Dauld B. Sindt
You might think that in order to successfully prepare atpotted dwarf iris spec-

imen for the Early Show one could simply inject a shot or two of whiskey into the
soil the plants are growir€ in. Br-rt while the preparation of such specimens j.s not
really difficult, more tradltional tecluriques un[11 probably be more successful.

Sefore you even decide to enter thj-s section of the show you loight ask whlr we
have these classes for dsarf j.rises in pots as well as the eut speci&@rrsr T'falter
l'Ielch explai.ns th:is well in his discussion of the judgrng of dwarfs in the Handbook
for Juiges and trxhibitions on page 69n Consider the points to be judged on a cut
specimen of a taII bearded iris. Flowers, stalk, and condition are equally i-mporbar:t;
furtherr few one-bLoom specimens get very far in a real-ly big show. Dwarf iri.ses by
defini.tion have only one bloon and no branching, eliminating many of the polnts by
whlch other iris types are judgedr r\bout all one can judge on a cut clwarf speciuen is
colorr foru, and condltion; if we judge these by variety, there is little Left to
disting-ut:ish between tvro equally fresh flowers typieal of their varj-eties; if we donrt
iudge by variety, the choice becornes sinply which is the better variety on the show
bench. Thus vie have potted specimens which have several flowers, buds, and even
leaves, all vrith characteri.stics that we can judge. l'tre have a far better id.ea'what
a dwarf variety looks like in a potted specimen than in a cut speciroen, enhanci-ng
the educational value of the show.

One possible method of preparation ls to pot several plants during the sr:.nmer to
grow them for a shor'r the followir:g spring. This method has severaf dlsadvantages. You
cantt be sure nhich plants vill bloom on vrhich day nine months i.n ad.vancer You- also
comrait yourself to nine rionths of special care to be sure the pot doesnrt dry out,
winterfreeze, or any of the other things that may result in a pot displaying at best
a handful of green leaves or at worst a perfect ci.rcle of 'weI1-cultivated soil. irrd
finallyr f,evr of us are so sholr-minded that werre goi.ng to be thinking about potted
specimens in July or i\r:gust when wetre busy dlviding, replantingl md on vacation.

'.\ more successful - and easier * method, is to dig and pot the plants shorbly
before the shovr, ideatly the day before. In digging the plarrts, select those that
ha,ve buds in several stages of development as well as open flovrers. In th:is way,
regardless of how fast or slowIy the flowers open, 3rou will have sorne in bloom for
the show. Do not attempt to divide the plarrts, and. keep as riuch soil around the roots
as possible, sirce removal of this soil and division destroys the tiny roots and root
hairs that yrill keep the plants fresh for days, even weeks. Pack the plants and their
soil firr,rly lnto the pot at the sane leve1 they were growi-ng in the garden and water
generouslyr lrises prepared in this manner should reuain fresh for nany days. I have
prepared several pots of dvarf irises and camied them by train and car frora Str Paul
to eas,t-central Indiana ixith all of then arriving in good condition.

Early blooning varieties like the pure kis pun:llas, can be potted and refri-ger-
ated to hold them for the Early Shov date. Properly prepared pots,of dwarfs should be
able to be held back two or three weeks j-f necessaryr If low huni-dity in the refrig-
erator might be a problem, a loose fitting plastic bag could be used to enclose the
entire pot and. consertre lts noisture. Thls i.s especially important in holding plants
for a week or more, to prevent the drying of buds and leaf tips,

tr'{hen you bri-ng the pot to the Fhow, be sure to remove discolored or brown-tipped
Leaves'and. any spent flowers and sterns.-Drv the pot as much as possible on the outsicle
whl1e keeping the so:i-l moist though not wet, arid vrrap it in waterproof materiaf such
as alwr:inum foil if the pot itself lsntt waterbight. If a variety labe1 in addition
to the entqp tag is desired, a sna1l vrooden or plastic stick iabel is most attracti"ve
and doesntt distract from the extribit as a whole.

A potted specimen has sone sinr:ilarities to an artistic amangement, since the
balance ancl proportion of the flowers, buds, and leaves to each other are considered

q Continued.



: . (Conrt - Potted Dwarfs)
. l' r-i+ iudgtngr Because of th-is, selecti.ng varieties to pot for the show involves recog:'
o{Ui"S good varieties in the garden. Flowers that bloom above the leaves, smal}
r$iiones in proportion to the plant (the rnain problem rrith Gay Lassie as a potted
s$eci-men)r ed neat, dainty leaves are al1 conslderations. In addition, be practical
and.select varieties of which you have plants to spare and that you clonft need to
s4ve for hybridizing.
. . trar1y shovrs sometimes incl-ude classes for pots of severaJ- varietles, or irises
Eiti\ other types of flowerso Color combinations are very important here, with subtlet
blending conbinations generally more pleasing than bright contrasting onesr Some

tlpes of flowers that blend well with dwarfs in pots include violas, candytuft, and
al.pine, plants. Be aware of conbinations in flower form, leaves, and relative plant
sizes and proportions as.welI as color. Your eye is your best guide here - use it

Tn-l rr N-',-E lrr 
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IRIS SARI

Iris Sari belongs to the oncocyclus group
of irlsesr This group has a large crea;ny ri-ng
called an aril around. their s€€dsr The rhizomes
are bright red skinnedo They have unbranched
single flowered stems. A broad diffused beard
yr"ith a narked signal patch below the beard is
characteristic of oncocyclus irisesr

Iris Sari rra,s for:nd by [heod.or Kotschy in
1854 rlear the Sar River in eastern CiLicia near
Kassarr Oghlour Dykes describes Iris Sari as
having farls 1 inches long by I L/2 inches i,vid e

and standerds 5 1/ 4 inclres long by 2 l/2 inches
rride. The stem, rrhich is conta-lned in 2 skreath-
ing leaves j-s said to be 6 j-nches Iong, The
ground color is pale yellow rnarked w'ith imeg-
ular reddish brown vei-ns vrrhich becorne very
proildnant in the stand ard,s r There are also s eld
to be varieties with a Ij-lac colored ground
colorr
Iris $ari has a fleshy c pa,ct r}:i zom.e and rr"ill 1

not tolerate water during the dorrnant seasotlr
To successfully groui' sari it is necessarJr to

have a controu. e;-"ffi ;;#.'w;;;; ;; ;";;";"ry-a""i"e" trr"
spring aird early growing season until bloomtime. Then it nust
be withheld for the rest of the sumaer. two methods have been
suggested for doing this. The flrst is to grow the plants in
contniners gnd renove them to a shed to lteep them dry for the
surfierr The other j.s to grow them u:rder a frame over whj-ch
plastic can be spread a.fter the bloon season to keep them dry
for the rest of the sr:mmerr They tolerate a more calcarious soil.

- J. Yfadekaroper

(for those interested in growing oncocyclus j-rises in pots -
The current issue of the Aril Society InternatlonaJ- Newsletter
stated that five gallon containors be used, to accomodate the

root system. Aceortting to one member, tr p inch pots are usually too shallow for
;\rils, which prefer to root deeply." This very large size may not be necessary
for a dwarf such as sari. Also - John Holden reconmend.s rrscissoring[ foliage from
arils, ss tlpuIIing" the dried leaf off may result in a vround. Editor)
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carefully.


